Angela J. Ford

Angela Ford is the Executive Director of The Obsidian Collection Archives, a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving
and amplifying the Black narrative. In this role, she also serves as Publisher of Obsidian Magazine and Producer of the
Obsidian Stories podcast. With 35 years of entrepreneurial experience, Angela is a licensed real estate broker, author, and
community philanthropist. A nationally recognized speaker and storyteller, she is passionate about ensuring the authenticity
and accuracy of the Black narrative in history and media. Through archival photographs and powerful imagery, she brings
Black history to life, using visuals to connect past and present while ensuring these stories remain accessible for future
generations—including her own.

BIOGRAPHY

Angela Ford was born in June 1964 on the South Side of
Chicago, the eldest of two sisters, to parents who both served
as educators in the Chicago Public Schools system. She grew
up in a vibrant community of Black homeowners, tradespeople,
professionals, and entrepreneurs. Demonstrating an
entrepreneurial spirit early on, Angela saved earnings from
babysitting and tutoring to make her first significant
purchase—a $99 hanging wicker chair at just 14. Her son, now
owns the chair as a family heirloom.

During high school, she worked at McDonald’s, where her
strong math skills earned her a promotion to an administrative
role, balancing the day’s registers. One of the highlights of her
youth was being presented as a Links Debutante, a milestone
that marked her transition to college life at lllinois State
University. There, she earned a Bachelor of Science in
Management and pledged Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Angela’s only professional “job” was at U.S. Equities, a
midsized Real Estate Firm in Chicago, IL (now acquired by
CBRE). From 1996 to 2003, she managed over 110 Chicago
Public Schools during her tenure. After experiencing the
challenges of finding quality housing as a single mother, she
leveraged her real estate license to establish TAG [The Angela
Group] Properties, Inc., a property management firm dedicated
to serving Chicago’s communities.

After a pivotal conversation with her son, Steven, Angela
founded The Obsidian Collection Archives, a nonprofit
dedicated to preserving and amplifying the authentic Black
narrative for generations to come.
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MILESTONES

1986 | B.S.of Organizational Management from lllinois State University

1986 | Founded A. Ford & Company, fashion, set design & production company
1992 | Fashion Column " IN STYLE" in seven Black Legacy Newspapers

2001 | Founded TAG Properties, Inc. a Real Estate Property Management firm
2005 | Taking the Leap of Faith article in ESSENCE Magazine

2007 | Making a Little Company Look Big Article in NY Times

2014 | Founded TAG Foundation a community oriented nonprofit firm

2014 | Created first of two One-Day 500 Bicycle Giveaways in Chicago, IL
2015 | Authored book Making a Micro Business

2017 | Founded The Obsidian Collection Archives, a nonprofit for Black Stories
2020 | Reclaiming the Black Narrative , Talk at Google

2022 | Named one of Forbes 50 Women Over 50 for Vision

2023 | The Power of Positive Images , TEDx Wrigleyville Talk
2024 | Launched of The Obsidian Magazine
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

After graduating from college, Angela Ford launched
her first business, A. Ford & Company, which thrived
for a decade. Specializing in wardrobe, choreography,
and fashion show production, the company served
prestigious clients such as Coca-Cola, Levi’s,
McDonald’s, Sears, and Kellogg’s. Angela also
collaborated with notable celebrities, including Spike
Lee, Patti LaBelle, and George Benson. One of her
most significant projects was partnering with Burrell
Public Relations to create and execute a seven-year
fashion show tour, Fashion For Mist Behavin’,
which traveled across America’s Bible Belt.

During this multi-state tour, Angela and her team
operated on a rigorous schedule, with just four days
in each city to audition local talent, fit models,
rehearse, and produce high-energy fashion shows for
audiences ranging from 1,000 to 2,000 attendees.
The experience instilled in her the mantra that “the
show must go on,” teaching her how to adapt and
deliver under pressure—all while still in her twenties.

Beyond fashion shows, Angela expanded her creative
reach by writing a fashion column called “IN STYLE”
that appeared in several Black legacy newspapers
nationwide, with its longest run in the St. Louis
American. She also directed wardrobe and set
design for commercials, music videos, films, and print
ads, assembling teams, clothing, and props to meet
her clients’ creative visions.

Angela’s work extended to creating print advertisements
featured in magazines and newspapers nationwide. Her
styling expertise also reached television, where she
frequently styled commercials for the few Black TV shows
of that era, ensuring cultural representation in
mainstream media. These projects showcased her
versatility and cemented her role as a creative force in
both print and broadcast advertising.

These experiences solidified Angela’s belief that there
are no binary answers in creative industries—success
is driven by understanding and delivering on a client’s
unique vision. Her ability to consistently meet and
exceed expectations earned her repeat business
and a respected reputation in the field.

- Seeping beautifully.




REAL ESTATE & COMMUNITY PHILANTHROPIST

HAIR. MAKEUP STY ZROM BLAH 10 After facing the challenges of securing quality housing
as a single mother, Angela Ford leveraged her real
estate license to establish TAG [The Angela Group]
Properties, Inc., a property management firm
dedicated to serving Chicago’s communities with
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by integrating eco-friendly management practices,
earning a LEED-AP accreditation from the U.S. Green
Building Council and securing major contracts with the
Chicago Housing Authority and Cook County
Health & Hospital Systems.
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Angela’s passion for entrepreneurship extended

beyond her own journey—she actively encouraged

others to pursue their business ambitions. To support

§ aspiring entrepreneurs, she authored Making A

By S orovioge | T Microbusiness, a guide designed to help individuals
g launch and sustain small enterprises.
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Her philanthropic efforts were recognized by The Chicago Community Trust, which aspiring entrepreneurs
named her a Community Philanthropist, featuring her among 100 changemakers in about the
celebration of its centennial anniversary. fundamentals of

starting and sustaining
a business. The book
continues to sell
today, serving as a
valuable resource for
those looking to turn
their ideas into
successful ventures.




CREATING THE OBSIDIAN COLLECTION

While working to preserve The Chicago Defender archives as a labor of love for her city, Angela Ford often shared stories
about Black Chicago with her son. A pivotal conversation with him revealed the stark lack of representation of Black
Chicago’s rich history online. His experiences teaching abroad in China, South Korea, and Thailand further highlighted
global inaccuracies in the Black narrative. Determined to correct this, Angela founded The Obsidian Collection Archives,
a nonprofit dedicated to preserving and amplifying authentic global Black stories for future generations.

Angela formally established The Obsidian Collection Archives with legal counsel and has since mastered the art of grant
writing, raising $1.6 million to date from philanthropic foundations. Her commitment to building a world-class tech platform
for Black history has led to securing eight trademarks, developing two web platforms, and acquiring a robust digital
asset management system designed to house millions of Black images from around the world.

Beyond archival work, Angela launched Obsidian Magazine, a digital and print publication that tells compelling Black
stories, and produces the Obsidian Stories podcast, which preserves firsthand accounts from living legends.
Demonstrating her commitment to amplifying Black narratives, she hosted the Chicago premiere of King of Kings:
Chasing Edward Jones, a documentary about the legendary numbers’ runner, ensuring its NAACP Image Award
nomination and eligibility for Oscar consideration.

Angela’s influence extends beyond The Obsidian Collection. A celebrated public speaker, she has delivered a TEDx Talk
with over 42,000 views, given a featured Talk at Google, and continues to travel the country sharing historic lessons on the
Black narrative. Her impact has earned her a place in the inaugural class of Forbes 50 Women Over 50 in their Vision
Cohort.

Through partnerships with Google Arts & Culture and Newspapers.com, an organization that has digitized over 2.1
million pages of vintage Black newspapers, making invaluable historical records accessible worldwide. Looking ahead, she
has already expanded The Obsidian Collection to London, established a presence in Kenya, and is forging partnerships
with Al firms to push the boundaries of digital preservation. In an exciting new development, she has acquired a 135-year-
old mansion, named Obsidian House, to serve as The Obsidian Collection Archives’ flagship location. Focused,
committed, and ambitious—Angela Ford is ensuring that Black history is preserved, celebrated, and shared like never
before.
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Obsidian Collection buys Lu Palmer Mansion at $1.25
million, now needs zoning change
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